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3rd Annual Toast to Life - "Jazz Up 
Your Life with the Toast to Life"

Friday, August 26th, OAK held its annual survivor dinner celebration and silent auction at the beautiful and historic, The Olmsted.  
For me, it has been amazing to have been involved with the 1st, 2nd and now 3rd Toast to Life (TTL) celebrations.  They seem to 
get better and better each year.

This year once again, Melissa Swan and Rachel Platt of WHAS-11 co-hosted our event, which is always a pleasure.  Rachel and 
Melissa only co-host 2 events a year and our OAK TTL is one of the two.  I feel very privelegde to have them both part of the OAK 
family tree.  Also returning this year was our piano player and entertainer, Jeff Rehmet and our photographer, Allen Hill.  Their 
participation always makes our event so much more special.

There were presentations honoring those that have helped raise money for research and/or help make the evening possible.  
Proudly OAK presented a $5700 check to the University of Louisville's Ovarian Cancer Research program.  This money was 
donated in honor of team F.O.R.C.E that ran in the Kentucky Derby Festival Marathon/miniMarathon.  That night OAK also 
honored survivors, Fay Leach and DiAnne Estes with the Spirit of HOPE Award for their awesome attitude, amazing energy in 
comforting those in distress during treatments, making phone calls, hospital visits, sending cards and actively participating in 
planning of all of OAK's events.  Mark Perry was presented the "Spirit of CARING"  Award for his vast efforts in supporting OAK 
with such tasks as purchasing contacts, graphic design talents, event planning expertise and just about anything we have put on 
his "honey-do" list.  

Dr. Goldberg of Louisville Oncology lead a toast to honor our survivor's of the evening.  As each survivor's name was called, they 
stood and were presented with a bouquet of roses, compliments of Rio Roses/Lite 106.9.  His toast was very heartfelt and inspiring.

Another big part of the dinner is our Silent Auction.  There were almost 200 baskets filled with many, many countless items/gift 
certificates.  Due to the generosity of our guests, there was almost $18,000 donated just from bidding on the Silent Auction items.  
Truly unbelievable and most gracious.

As you can imagine, between the planning of the dinner and gathering (sometimes begging!) the Silent Auction items there are 
many, many volunteer hours that are required to make the event a special evening for our survivors and to raise money for 
research.  From sending out letters, making phone calls, picking up items, making more phone calls, look for new potential 
sponsors, making even more phone calls, consolidating the items into themed baskets, making last ditch effort phone calls, and 
finally delivering the baskets to The Olmsted.  And yes, I know I repeated myself!  I personally THANK each one of you for going 
above and beyond to help OAK.  In fear of leaving someone out, I won't name each individual-you know who you are.   Also, a 
huge THANK YOU to Brundage Jewelers for the pearl necklace we raffled off that night and to the many, many UPS and other 
volunteers that helped set-up as well as volunteer that evening.  We honestly could not have done it with out you!

So, mark your calendar for next year!  Our 4th Annual Toast to Life will be on Friday, August 25th at The Olmsted.  In January 
(believe it or not) we will start our planning and fundraising, we could use new faces and fresh ideas.  Please email me if you think 
you would like to be apart of it, Stay tuned to this newsletter for more details to come.

SuzAnne Caraway
s.caraway@insightbb.com or ovarianawareness@yahoo.com
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Effective December 5, 2005
OAK will now be located at
Norton Suburban Hospital
Plaza II, 3rd Floor

No December meetings

2006 Meeting location effective January 23 - NEW
Medical Plaza II, 4th floor
3991 Dutchmans Lane, Louisville Oncology
(park on 4th floor garage for direct access)

The GYN Cancer Support Group and The Caregivers meetings
Every Fourth Monday of each month (just like before)
6-7:00 p.m. (same time)

 Upcoming News

3rd Annual Pamper Me Day
February 2006
Invitations will be mailed to survivors

Save the Date
4th Annual Survivor's Toast to Life dinner 
August 25, 2006


