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Celebrating 5th Year Anniversary 

Jill Doimer and the late Judy Morris created Ovarian Awareness of Kentucky in April 2001.  Jill and Judy came 
together through Jill's mother's ovarian cancer and Judy's ovarian cancer.  Both ladies chose to make a difference in 
lives of women who had no support group in Kentucky.  They wanted to raise awareness of this disease and 
educate women throughout the greater Louisville area and throughout Kentucky and southern Indiana.  If found early, 
Ovarian Cancer can be treated with great success.  Jill and Judy expanded their support to include all gynecological 
cancers since there was no local support for any of these cancers.  They partnered with the Ovarian Cancer National 
Alliance and attended trainings in Washington D C. and Indianapolis, IN. OAK established a 501c3 non-profit 
organization with three Board members and nine doctors on the Medical Advisory Board.  They worked with all 120 
Kentucky health departments, physicians, and other cancer programs to distribute and support awareness 
information.  OAK began and continues to have information booths at festivals, seminars, conventions, and health 
fairs.  Fundraisers began in 2001 and continue expanding and now include many wonderful community reaching 
events including the Annual Golf Scramble and the Annual Toast to Life Dinner and Silent Auction.

OAK started offering monthly support meetings and monthly social meetings in 2001 with new members attending 
and the group growing and it continues to grow.  The "FOX in the Morning" T. V. show featured Jill and Judy 
discussing awareness.  Since that time, OAK has been featured on T. V. on both Channel 11 and Channel 41 for a 
total of 19 times.  There have been radio interviews and promotions though the years.  OAK has been featured 
many times in The Courier Journal, Business First, The Voice-Tribune, The Southeast Outlook, and the New York 
Times newspapers.  Today's Woman Magazine, Leo Magazine, and Louisville Magazine have all covered OAK.  
OAK is promoted by the Younger Woman's Club of Louisville.  OAK has also been highlighted in the Kentucky Derby 
Festival Event Program, on media websites, through various church newsletters, and through UPS.   

In 2003 the Judith Morris Memorial Scholarship Fund was established to annually provide an ovarian cancer survivor 
an incredible trip to Montana for the Camp Make-a-Dream Ovarian Cancer Survivors' Retreat.  Norton Suburban 
Hospital provided office space for OAK and Lynn Doimer was hired as the office manager.

OAK's first annual Pamper Me Day was in 2004 providing survivors a refreshing day at a spa.  Advertek donated 
OAK's website. 

"Project OAK" was funded in 2005 by the Brenda Perry Memorial Fund to provide outstanding new patient resource 
packets.  OAK sponsored Dr. Helm's "Force" team in the Kentucky Derby Festival miniMarathon for research.

In February 2006 "Menopause the Musical" was presented at the Brown Theatre with proceeding supporting OAK.  
Survivors and volunteers ran/walked and fundraised for research in the Kentucky Derby Mini-marathon.  In April 
Diane Rogers was hired as OAK's Program Director.  Diane has background in non-profit administration and has 
had life experiences with cancer.  She lost her mother to pancreatic cancer in 1983 and lost her only sister to 
Leukemia this year.  Two of her friends have had ovarian cancer and are active with OAK and doing well.  

To learn much more about OAK's history and accomplishments, please visit our website.



Volunteer Highlights

Volunteer Opportunities
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UPS Airline Health Fairs were held in May and June with over 2000 UPS'ers in attendance.  A special THANK YOU to the 
volunteers who worked our OAK booths:

May health fair - Lisa Higdon (UPS):  Diane Rogers (OAK); SuzAnne Caraway (OAK & UPS); April Neumayer (UPS); and 
Belinda Hobbs (UPS).

June health fair - Dee Edwards (OAK); Pat Isenberg (OAK), Diane Rogers (OAK), SuzAnne Caraway (OAK & UPS), Dee 
Edwards (OAK), Karen Mosso (OAK), and Cheri Hauber (OAK)
 
A thank you note was received from Bev Miller, UPS Occupational Health Manager which read, "Thank you and your 
volunteers for your exhibit on Ovarian Cancer Awareness.  Hopefully it made women more aware of this disease.  We 
really appreciate all of you taking your time for such a great cause.  You helped to make this event very successful."

OAK needs YOUR help.  Please contact our office if you can help in any of the following ways and have 
not responded to our request that we sent out in May.  Some of those areas are:  

Support group refreshments 
Work health fair booths
Help with mailings and/or invitations, labeling, stamping envelopes
Provide Toast to Life items 
Decorate, set up and/or clean up at Toast to Life 
Speak for Lunch & Learn 
Provide one to one support for newly diagnosed women or caregivers
Deliver materials to area businesses
Help with Derby Festival Marathon/miniMarathon
Provide office support when Diane is out 
Help with annual survivor's picnic 
Help with marketing, help with newsletter writing
Coordinate Relay for Life team 
Write press releases
Write grant requests, and so many other ways  

Your time and interest would be greatly appreciated.  OAK needs many "branches" on its tree to make 
the OAK tree strong & beautiful. 

"These are tremendous educational awareness opportunities for OAK.  We were able to promote ovarian cancer 
awareness to the many women and men alike.  Men may shy away at the beginning when "talking ovaries", but once you 
point out that we all have special women in our lives (mothers, sisters, neighbors, daughters-in-laws...etc!), they are all 
ears and left with a brochure in their pocket!"

--SuzAnne Caraway




